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At 80 years,

PETER BEGG

WHERE does the Great Ocean Road

start and finish and just how old Is It?

The father of the road, former
Geelong mayor Howard Hitchcock,
foresaw a road that stretched from
Barwon Heads to Warrnambool.

Yet the Torquay Golf Club has for
years lald claim to being at the start.

And it has a falr argument; its

WHEN Geelong taxi driver Charlie
Heard was contacted by a women
from Lorne in 1930 who asked if he
was interested in doing a long fare,
he thought she might have meant
somewhere like Queenscliff or °
Melbourne.

But elderly Ada Beal and her two
female companions wanted to be
taken from Geelong to Darwin and
back in an adventure believed to be
the world’s longest eab ride.

The 12,000km journey took three
months to complete, and there
were no proper roads for much of
the journey.

Charlie’s grandson Steve Heard
said norecord was kept of how
much the fare was, but he
estimated it would have cost £300
back then, or $19,000in today’s
money.

Mr Heard, who owns a 1928 Essex
Tourer, a similar car to his
grandfather’s 1928 Hudson, will be
coming through Geelong today as
part of the Great Ocean Road
vintage car rally to mark 80 years
since the road opened.

Four years ago Mr Heard and his
brothers Ron, Bob and Doug and
sister Anne Cole completed a
re-enactment of the 1930 feat using
the Essex Tourer.

And, while his siblings will again
accompany Mr Heard on this

address is 1 Great Ocean Road.

And, according to Wikipedia, the
road starts at Torquay, and makes its
way to Allansford. But the online font
of knowledge goes on to describe
Warrnambool as the largest city on
the Great Ocean Road, and yet
Allansford is this side of
Warrnambool.

However, others could be excused
for thinking the road starts at

weekend's rally, it will be a far
shorter journey than that of four
years ago.

The rally leaves Melbourne this
morning and arrives at Geelong’s
Johnstone Park at 1pm.

This will be followed by a visit to
Barwon Heads, where a talk about
former Geelong mayor Howard
Hitcheock’s lofty ambition back in
1918 to build the road will be given.
This will take place about 4.15pm
at Jetty Rd Park.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN: Boh Heard, right, with Vemba Regan,
journey from Geelong to Darwin. The Great Ocean Road, ah

Eastern View, where the wooden
arch welcomes motorists and is
described on Wikipedia as the
entrance to the road.

This weekend a vintage car rally
will travel along the Great Ocean
Road, with drivers and passengers in
period dress, to celebrate its 80th
anniversary. 3

However, a large part of the road
has, infact, been in use for 90 years.

Road that put

Day one ends with a cocktail
party at Torquay’s Surf World
Museum.

On the Sunday a family day has
been planned from 9am to 1pm at
Spring Creek Reserve, before the
cars head to Lorne.

Monday is the anniversary of the
official opening of the road, and a
re-enactment will take place at the
Grand Pacific Hotel about 11.30am
after a 10am street rally.

The rally will stay in Lorne that

In 1922, there was an official
opening of the Great Ocean Road,
which then finished at Lorne. :

That opening was performed by the
Governor, Lord Stradbroke, at Grassy
Creek, just past Eastern View, and
the milestone being marked this
weekend celebrates the road's
extension to Apolio Bay.

The rally will start Iin Melbourne,
stop in Geelong and visit Barwon

night before heading to Port
Campbell.

Geelong Oftway Tourism
executive director Roger Grant
said the celebrations were a
wonderful acknowledgement of the
importance of the road.

“The Great Ocean Road
improved the lives of those living in
the region and opened up the whole
southwest coast to holidaymakers
and investment,” Mr Grant said.

Doug Stirling, 90, author of

www.geelonginfo.com

or 90, a Great Ocean Road of anomalies

Heads before Sunday’s festivities

at Torquay's Spring Creek Reserve
—at No. 2 Great Ocean Road.

After re-enacting the 1932
opening ceremony at Lorne on
Monday, the rally will continue
through Port Campbell to
Warrnambool and end at Port Fairy.

So, perhaps the road now
stretches from Barwon Heads to Port
Fairy.

the oldest daughter of Charlie Heard. Heard took part in what is believed to he the world’s longest cah ride—a
ove and top right, as shown in historic photos.

Lorne: a Living History, fondly
remembers the early days of the
road, with tollgates, a split-paling
fence on the cliff side and several
single-lane sections.

“I've seen it develop over the years
and it’s just fantastic now,” Mr
Stirling said. “It allows people to
appreciate Victoria’s beautiful ocean
views at various parts and to see the
different moods the sea takeson.”

80greatoceanroad.com.au




