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Celebratmg 80 years
- of coastal travel

IF there is one thing former
Geelong mayor Howard
Hitchcock will be
remembered for,itisthe
iconic Great OCean Road.

driy hind the governor’s

in a procession on the road in
the opening ceremony.

Hztchcock attended an
pening” of the road.
, there was an official

X opening of theroad which

then finished at Lorne.
That opening was

performed by the Governor,
Lord Stradbroke, at Grassy
Creek, Just pastEastem §
View, and the milestone

rked this weekend
celebrates theroad’s
extension to Apollo Bay.

A family nWﬂﬁ_ on the road.

“They actually embraced **
with the private sector the
delivery of hotels and
infrastructure.” :

The road was opened on
November 26, 1932, 14 years
after thchcock had
launched the Great Ocean
Road Trust. One reason for
building the road wasto
provide work for servicemen
returning from World WarT.
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4 caastalmad but it was also

At the official 6pen1ngin'
1932, the Lt Guvemor Sir
ﬂham

about opening up .
development opportunities Work continued until

in a similar way as occurred April, 1935, when a memorial
in North America with the to Hitchcock was unveiled.
railways ‘The national parks The roadWasinitiﬁ]]&to],led,
in North America, with the tolls going towards -
Yellowstone, Yosemite, the paying fortheroad. |
Rockies — that Was all about Once the road was fully pa;d
devélopment pa icularlyat forin 1936, the toll gates were
ﬂ?ﬁ éaﬂf head;s an( tl;at’i l\;vhy gmovtedt anté%he,rcad-was
Idida rkin the ven to the State

US wil ‘};:‘j&b}:gg’s%erﬂzze Government.

Emelimg work on the road was
dnne hy hnrse and hand.

Utuwnshlps along
the coast were
quite isolated,
with the only
access being
bush tracks or
by sea.’




