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Famous scenes from the road today — the view from Teddy'’s lookout near Lorne, the Split Point lighthouse seen from Point Roadknight; the Twelve Apostles. Photos: PETER MARSHALL
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Great Ocean Road Turns 80 Y

Bottom four photos: PETER MARSHALL

BY HAMISH BROOKS

A MOTORCADE of 50 vintage cars left Lome this
morning for Apollo Bay and Port Campbell on the
fourth day of a five day celebratory drive in honour of
the Great Ocean Road’s 80th birthday.

Yesterday the cars, valued at around $16 million,
took part in a re-enactment motorcade along Mountjoy
Parade in Lorne, where the Great Ocean Road was
officially “re-opened” at a ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Grand Pacific Hotel took centre stage throughout
the day — much as it did on Novembgr 26, 1932,
when the road was officially opened there — hosting a
1920s-themed gala dinner as well as a speech by major
general David McLachlan AQ, state president of the
RSL.

Executive director of Geelong Otway Tourism
Roger Grant said the celebrations were a wonderful
acknowledgement of the importance of the road to past,
present and future generations. :

“The Great Ocean Road changed the lives of the men
who built it, improved the lives of those living in the
region and opened up the whole south-west coast to
holidaymakers and investment,” Mr Grant said.

The road took 13 years to build and 3,000 World War I
returned servicemen were employed for its construction.

One of the Victoria’s most popular destinations, the
road generates about §1 billion from tourism.

Tt attracts 7.2 million visitors a year.

Ninety-year-old Doug Stirling, author of Lorne: a
Living History, fondly remembers the early days of the
road, with tollgates, a simple split-paling fence on the
cliff side and several single-lane sections.

“I"'ve seen it develop over the years and it’s just
fantastic now,” he said.

“It allows people to appreciate Victoria’s beautiful
ocean views at various parts of the road and to sce the
different moods the sea takes on.”

The motorcade assembled at the Shrine of
Remembrance in Melbourne for the official start of the
five-day road tour from Melbourne to Port Fairy on
Saturday.

It passed through Geelong, Barwon Heads and
Torquay.

In Barwon Heads, Howard Hitchock, long seen as
the “father” of the Great Ocean Road and credited as
the driving force behind its construction, and his wife
Louise made an appearance in period dress.

On Saturday night in Torquay, there was a cocktail
party, followed by a cricket game and a billy cart race on
Sunday before the show rolled on to Lorne.

The cars included a beautifully restored 1928 Essex
Tourer, which still holds the record for the longest taxi
fare in the world.

It travelled from Lome to Darwin and back in 1930.

Other standout vehicles include a Scottish-made 1928
Arrol Aster, one of only two in the world, and a 1908
Isotta Franschini, one of only four in the world.

The five-day RACV 80 Years Great Ocean Road
Celebration Tour ends in Port Fairy tomorrow.

INSET TOP: Howard and Louise Hitchcock in Barwon
Heads.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A 1923 Alfa Romeo, owned
by Peter and Caroline Shepard under the Great Ocean
Road arch on Sunday.

Warwick Anderson in a 1908, Tipo FENC, Isotta
Fraschini, in Torquay on Sunday.

Members of the support crew Kay Herlihy and (tour
director) Charles Rogers.

Siblings Ron Heard, Steve Heard, Anne Heard and Bob
Heard at the cocktail party at Surf World in Torquay.
Heston Leggett, 2, pulled by his sister Eva Leggett in
the Billy Cart Rally on Sunday.




